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DETAILED ACTION 

A. This action is in response to the following communications: Amendment filed: 
09/16/2008. This action is made Final. 

B. Claims 1-2, 5-14, 17, 20-22, 25, 27-36 and 39 remain pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-2,5-14,17, 20-22, 25, 27-36 and 39 are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Bryan et al. (US 7,133,869), herein referred to as 
"Bryan". 

As to claims 1 and 13, Bryan teaches a method of generating notifications in a 
notifications system and corresponding computer readable media (col. 6, lines 1-8; col. 3, 
lines 7-10), said notifications system being configured to provide notifications to 
subscribers (col. 2, lines 31-37) via a data communication network (fig. 2, labels 100, 
200, 202, 204, 208, 210, 212; col. 6, lines 4-22), said notifications containing content 
provided by one or more content providers (col. 2, lines 46-47; fig. 12; col. 10, line 67; 
col. 11, lines 1-14), said method comprising: receiving a parameter-driven template ( fig. 
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1 , labels 1 1 6; col. 3, lines 7-1 0; col. 5, lines 42-55) from a content provider, said 
template relating to a category specified by the content provider,(fig. 1, label 138; col. 5, 
lines 55-58), said template containing one or more parameters specified by the content 
provider, said parameters defining a plurality of events specified by the content provider 
and relating to the specified category, each of said events comprising a recurring event 
specified by the content provider (col. 8, lines 7-43; col. 9, lines 26-53; col.11, line 5). (fig. 
1, labels 116, 118, 120, 122, 124, 126, 128, 130, 132, 134, 136, 138; col. 5, lines 47-55; 
col. 10, lines 39-43), said parameters relating a subscription for notifications and 
specifying a predefined scheduled time for the notifications to occur (col. 5, lines 59-67; 
col. 10, lines 14-34); enabling a notifications application based on the received template 
(fig. 1, label 102; col. 5, lines 2-9), said notifications application mapping a recurring 
event (fig. 3-6; col. 9, lines 37-41 , that the ticket problem is recurring event) to one or 
more subscribers as a function of the parameters specified by the content provider (col. 
4, lines 65-67; col. 5, lines I-9) and executing the notifications application on a recurring 
basis to generate a notification in accordance with the predefined scheduled time 
specified by the received parameter-driven template parameters, wherein the 
notification is generated based on matching the latest recurring event of the specified 
category with subscribers of the specified category, and wherein the generated 
notification is delivered to the subscribers of the specified category on a recurring basis 
in accordance with the predefined scheduled time defined by the received parameter- 
driven template parameters (figure 9, col. 4, lines 65-67; col. 5, lines 1-9; col. 10, lines 
14-34). 
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As claim 2, Bryan further teaches providing the template to the content provider for 
completion by the content provider (fig. 6, labels 610-616, "Submit" button; col. 9, lines 
26-29,that by updating the knowledge switch I00 by submitting the template, you are 
enabling the content provider to complete the cycle by delivering the notifications). 

As claim 5, Bryan further teaches one of the parameters specified by the content 
provider relates to delivery of the notifications at a predetermined time of day (fig. 9, 
label 132; col. 10, lines 21-32, that the schedule template provides parameters 
specifying when (time) the notification will be delivered). 

As claim 6, Bryan further teaches the method of claim 5, further comprising matching a 
most recent instance of the recurring event to the subscription to generate the 
notifications (fig. 3-6; col. 9, lines 37-41 , that the ticket problem is recurring event; col. 4, 
lines 65-67; col. 5, lines 1 -9) for delivery at the predetermined time of day (fig. 9, label 
132; col. 10, lines 21-32, that the schedule template provides parameters specifying 
when (time) the notification will be delivered). 

As claim 7, Bryan further teaches one of the parameters specified by the content 
provider relates to delivery of the notifications upon occurrence of the recurring event 
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(col. 9, lines 37-41 , the ticket problem is the recurring event, which triggers the "be alert" 
message). 

As claim 8, Bryan further teaches matching the recurring event to the subscription to 
generate the notifications for broadcast delivery upon occurrence of the recurring event 
(col. 9, lines 33-41 , the ticket problem is the recurring event, which triggers the 
broadcast of the "be alert" message). 

As claim 9, Bryan further teaches providing a user interface for the subscribers to 
manage the subscription (fig. 1, label 114; col. 5, lines 36-42). 

As claim 10, Bryan further teaches the method of claim I, wherein the notifications relate 
to one or more of following topics: horoscope, lottery, and news (fig. 1 , label 116, col. 5, 
42-48, that the news template allows the user to select news notifications). 

As claim 1 1 , Bryan further teaches defining the template based on common features of 
a plurality of notifications applications (fig. 1, labels 116-138; col. 5, lines 47-55; col. 10, 
lines 39-43; col. 7, lines 44-47, that as shown in figure 1 , the templates contain 
functional logic). 
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As claim 12, Bryan further teaches enabling the notifications application based on the 
received template includes creating an application definition file that describes the 
notifications application (fig. label 100; col. 4, lines 62-67; col. 5, lines 1-9; fig. 2, labels 
100, 200, 202,204, 208,210, 212; col. 6, lines 4-22). 

As claim 14, Bryan teach a data structure defining an application for use in a 
notifications system (fig. 11, label 1104; col. 10, lines 53-60; fig. 12, label 1200; col. 10, 
line 67; col. 1 1 , lines 1-9), said notifications System being configured to execute the 
defined application for providing notifications to subscribers (col. 2, lines 31-37) via a 
data communication network (fig. 2, labels 100, 200, 202, 204, 208, 210, 212; col. 6, 
lines 4-22), said notifications containing content provided by one or more content 
providers (col. 2, lines 46-47; fig. 12; col. 10, line 67; col. 11, lines 1-14), said data 
structure comprising: a user interface template configured to contain information for 
defining a user interface corresponding to the application for managing the subscription 
of the user, said interface allowing the user to select a category, wherein a subscription 
is generated for the user from the user interface template, said subscription indicating 
that the user wants to receive notifications related to the selected category and allowing 
the user to specify a predefined scheduled time for the notifications to occur (col. 10, 
lines 14-34; figure 9); a scenario template configured to contain information for defining 
the application ( fig. 1 , labels 116; col. 3, lines 7-10; col. 5, lines 42-55), said scenario 
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template having one or more parameters specified by the content provider (fig. 1 , labels 
116, 118, 120, 122, 124, 126, 128, 130, 132, 134, 136, 138; col. 5, lines 47-55; col. 10, 
lines 39-43) and relating to a subscription for notifications (col. 5, lines 59-67), wherein 
the scenario template includes a category component defining a plurality of events 
specified by the content provider and relating to a category specified by the content 
provider, for which the notifications are to be generated, each of said events relating to 
a recurring event specified by the content provider (col. 8, lines 7-43; col. 9, lines 26-53; 
col.1 1 , line 5); a notification generation component responsive to an event feed for 
mapping a recurring event (fig. 3-6; col. 9, lines 37-41 , the ticket problem is the 
recurring event, which triggers the "be alert" message) to one or more subscribers as a 
function of the parameters specified by the content provider and as a function of the 
subscription of the subscriber, said notification generation component generating a 
notification for recurring event in accordance with the predefined scheduled time 
specified by the received parameter-driven template parameters, wherein the 
notification is generated based on matching the latest recurring event of the specified 
category with subscribers of the specified category (col. 4, lines 65-67; col. 5, lines 1-9); 
and a delivery component for routing the notification to the subscribers of the specified 
category relate to the event, wherein the notification is routed to the subscribers of the 
specified category on a recurring basis in accordance with the predefined scheduled 
time defined by the received parameter- driven template parameters (col. 4, lines 65-67; 
col.5, lines 1-9; (fig. 1, labels 116, 118, 120, 122, 124, 126, 128, 130, 132, 134, 136, 
138; col. 5, lines 47-58) (note the analysis of claim 1 above). 
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As claim 17, Bryan further teaches one of the parameters specified by the content 
provider relates to delivery of the notifications at a predetermined time of day (fig. 9, 
label 132; col. 10, lines 21-32, that the schedule template provides parameters 
specifying when (time) the notification will be delivered). 

As claim 20, Bryan further teaches the notifications relate to one or more of following 
topics: horoscope, lottery, and news (fig. 1, label 116; col. 5, 42-48, that the news 
template allows the user to select news notifications). 

As claim 21 , Bryan further teaches the scenario template is based on common features 
of a plurality of notifications applications (fig. 1 , labels 1 1 6-1 38; col. 5, lines 47-55; col. 
10, lines 39-43; col. 7, lines 44-47, that as shown in figure 1, the templates contain 
functional logic). 

As claim 22, Bryan teaches a system configured for generating and delivering 
notifications to subscribers (col. 2, lines 31-37; col. 3, lines 7-10), via a data 
communication network (fig. 2, labels 100, 200, 202,204, 208,210, 212; col. 6, lines 4- 
22), said notifications containing content provided by one or more content providers ( 
fig. 1, labels 116, 138; col. 3, lines 7-10; col. 5, lines 42-58), said system comprising: 
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a computing device (fig. 2; col. 12, lines 56-58) coupled to a data communication 
network (fig. 2, labels 100, 200, 202,204, 208,210, 212; col. 6, lines 4-22) and 
configured to receive; a subscription from a subscriber specifying a category for which 
the subscriber wants to receive notification of the events relating to the specified 
category (fig. 9, label 132; col. 10, lines 21-32, that to establish a time when the 
notifications will be delivered, based on the template parameter); a parameter-driven 
template from a content provider via the data communication network (fig. 1, label 138, 
fig. 2, labels 100, 200, 202,204, 208,210, 212; col. 5, lines 55-58; col. 6, lines 4-22), 
said template containing information provided by the content provider and relating to a 
subscription for notifications (fig. 1, labels 116; 138; cot. 3, lines 7-10; col. 5, lines 42- 
58), said template relating to a category specified by the content provider, said template 
containing one or more parameters specified by the content provider, said parameters 
defining a plurality of events specified by the content provider and relating to the 
category, each of said event relating to a recurring event specified by the content 
provider, said parameters relating to a subscription for notifications and specifying a 
predefined scheduled time for notifications to occur (col. 8, lines 7-43; col. 9, lines 26-53; 
col .11, line 5); to enable a notifications application based on the template, said 
notifications application mapping a recurring event (fig. 3-6; col. 9, lines 37-41, that the 
ticket problem is recurring event) to one or more subscribers (col. 4, lines 65-67; col. 5, 
lines 1-9) as a function of one or more parameters specified by the content provider on 
a recurring basis in accordance with the predefined scheduled time defined by the 
parameter-driven template parameters (col. 4, lines 65-67; col. 5, lines 1-9wherein the 
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generated notification is delivered to the subscribers of the specified categories on a 
recurring basis in accordance with the predefined scheduled time specified by the 
received parameter-driven template parameters wherein the notification is generated 
based on matching the latest recurring event of the specified category with subscribers 
of the specified category, and wherein the generated notification is delivered to the 
subscribers of the specified category on a recurring basis in accordance with the 
predefined scheduled time defined by the received parameter-driven template 
parameters(fig. 9, label 132; col. 10, lines 21-32, that to establish a time when the 
notifications will be delivered, based on the template parameter; col. 4, lines 65-67; col. 
5, lines 1-9; fig. 1, labels 116, 118, 120, 122, 124, 126, 128, 130, 132, 134, 136, 138; 
col. 5, lines 47-58; col. 9, lines 37-41 , the ticket problem is the recurring event, which 
triggers the "be alert" message. 

As claim 25, Bryan further teaches one of the parameters specified by the content 
provider relates to delivery of the notifications at a predetermined time of day (fig. 9, 
label 132; col. 10, lines 21-32, that the schedule template provides parameters 
specifying when (time) the notification will be delivered). 

As claim 27, Bryan further teaches the computing device is further configured to receive 
another parameter-driven template (fig. 1, labels 116; col. 3, lines 7-10; col. 5, lines 42- 
55) from the content provider (fig. 1, label 138; col. 5, lines 55-58) via the data 
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communication network (fig. 2, labels 100, 200, 202, 204, 208,210, 212; col. 6, lines 4- 
22), said other template containing information provided by the content provider ( fig. 1 , 
labels 116; col. 3, lines 7-10; col. 5, lines 42-55) and defining a user interface 
corresponding to the application for managing the subscription (fig. 1 , label 114; col. 5, 
lines 36-42). 

As claim 28, Bryan further teaches the notifications relate to one or more of following 
topics: horoscope, lottery, and news (fig. 1, label 116, and col. 5, 42-48, that the news 
template allows the user to select news notifications). 

As claim 29, Bryan further teaches the template is based on common features of a 
plurality of notifications applications (fig. 1, labels 1 16-138; col. 5, lines 47-55; col. 10, 
lines 39-43; col. 7, lines 44-47, that as shown in figure 1 , the templates contain 
functional logic). 

As claim 30, Bryan further teaches the computer-readable medium further stores 
computer-executable instructions to be executed on the computing device to create an 
application definition file that describes the notifications application (fig. label 100; col. 4, 
lines 62-67; col. 5, lines 1-9; fig. 2, labels 100, 200, 202,204, 208,210, 212; col. 6, lines 
4-22). 
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As claim 31, Bryan further teaches comprising a subscription store configured to store 
notification offerings described by the application definition file (fig. label 100; col. 4, 
lines 62-67; col. 5, lines 1-9; fig. 2, labels 100, 200, 202,204, 208,210, 212; col. 6, lines 
4-22). 

As claim 32, Bryan further teaches the system of claim 31 , wherein the computer- 
readable medium further stores computer-executable instructions to be executed on the 
computing device to validate incoming subscription management requests and commit 
the requests to the subscription store (col. 6, lines 1-22). 

As claim 33, Bryan further teaches the computer-readable medium further stores 
computer-executable instructions to be executed on the computing device to generate 
the notification based on matching external events with corresponding subscriptions 
(col. 9, lines 33-41 , the ticket problem is the recurring event, which triggers the 
broadcast of the "be alert" message). 

As claim 34, the rejection is as same as the rejection of claim 13 above. 
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As claim 35, Bryan further the template is predefined and re-usable (fig. 1 , labels 116, 
118, 120, 122, 124, 126, 128, 130, 132, 134, 136, 138; col. 5, lines 47-55; col. 10, lines 
39-43). 

As claim 36, Bryan teaches a notification system for generating and delivering 
notifications to subscribers (col. 2, lines 31-37; col. 3, lines 7-10), said notifications 
containing content provided by one or more content providers (fig. 1 , labels 116, 118, 
120, 122, 124, 126, 128, 130, 132, 134, 136, 138; col. 5, lines 47-55, 59-67; col. 10, 
lines 39-43), said system comprising: a computing device (col. 12, lines 56-58) coupled 
to a data communication network (fig. 2, labels 100, 200, 202,204, 208,210, 212; col. 6, 
lines 4-22), said computing device (col. 12, lines 56-58) being configured to receive a 
parameter-driven template ( fig. 1, labels 116; col. 3, lines 7-10; col. 5, lines 42-55) from 
a content provider (fig. 1 , label 138; col. 5, lines 55-58) via the data communication 
network (fig. 2, labels 100, 200, 202,204, 208,210, 212; col. 6, lines 4-22), said template 
containing information provided by the content provider and relating to a subscription for 
notifications (fig. 1, labels 116; 138; col. 3, lines 7-10; col. 5, lines 42-58) said template 
relating to a category specified by the content provider, said template containing one or 
more parameters specified by the content provider, said parameters defining a plurality 
of events specified by the content provider and relating to the category, each of said 
event relating to a recurring event specified by the content provider said parameters 
relating to a subscription for notifications and defining a predefined scheduled time for 
the notifications to occur (col. 9, lines 37-41, the ticket problem is the recurring event, 
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which triggers the "be alert" message; col.8, lines 7-43; col. 9, lines 26-53; col.1 1 , line 5); 
a subscription store (fig. 1 , label 110; col. 5, Iine5) associated with the computing 
device, said subscription store being configured to store one or more notification 
offerings (fig. 1, label 1 10; col. 5, line 5, that contents is the notification offering) 
described by an application definition file, said application definition file being generated 
from the received a parameter-driven template, said application definition file including 
the predefined scheduled time for the notifications to occur (fig. label 100; col. 4, lines 
62-67; col. 5, lines 1-9; fig. 2, labels 100, 200, 202, 204,208,210, 212; col. 6, lines 4-22); 
to enable a notifications application to execute on a recurring basis according to the 
predefined scheduled time for the notifications occur included in the application 
definition file (fig. label 100; col. 4, lines 62-67; col. 5, lines 1-9; fig. 2, labels 100, 200, 
202, 204, 208,210, 212; col. 6, lines 4-22), said notifications application delivering the 
notification to the subscribers in response to an recurring basis in accordance with the 
predefined scheduled time included in the application definition file wherein the 
notifications application maps the latest recurring event to the specified category to one 
or more subscribers as a function of the parameters specified by the content provider 
(col. 4, lines 65-67; col. 5, lines 1-9 ; fig. 1, labels 116, 118, 120, 122, 124, 126, 128, 
130, 132, 134, 136, 138; col. 5, lines 47-58; (fig. 9, label 132; col. 10, lines 21-2, that to 
establish a time when the notifications will be delivered, based on the template 
parameter; col. 9, lines 37-41, the ticket problem is the recurring event, which triggers 
the "be alert" message). 
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As claim 39, Bryan further teaches one of the parameters specified by the content 
provider relates to delivery of the notifications at a predetermined time of day (fig. 9, 
label 132; col. 10, lines 21-32, that the schedule template provides parameters 
specifying when (time) the notification will be delivered). 



(Note :) It is noted that any citation to specific, pages, columns, lines, or figures in the prior art references and 

any interpretation of the references should not be considered to be limiting in any way. A reference is relevant for all it 
contains and may be relied upon for all that it would have reasonably suggested to one having ordinary skill in the art. In 
re Heck, 699 F.2d 1331, 1332-33, 216 USPQ 1038, 1039 (Fed. Cir. 1983) (quoting In re Lemelson, 397 F.2d 1006,1009, 158 
USPQ 275, 277 (CCPA 1968)). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 09/16/2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

After careful review of the amended claims (given the broadest interpretation) 
and the remarks provided by the Applicant along with the cited reference(s) the 
Examiner does not agree with the Applicant for at least the reasons provided below: 

A1 . Applicant argues that Bryan does not each executing the notifications 
application on a recurring basis to generate a notification... wherein the notification is 
generated based on matching the latest recurring event of the specified category with 
subscribers of the specified category or in short recurring events. Also that Bryan does 
not teach a template specifying a predefined schedule time of notifications to occur. 

R1 . Examiner does not agree, Bryan shows event templates defined by users 
and administrators one example given is a stocks template another is a news template 



Application/Control Number: 10/728,697 Page 16 

Art Unit: 2179 

and another called weather template. Bryan explains that event templates when an 
event happen an alert/ notification is sent to a recipient(s). Events based on stocks, 
news and/ or weather are events that happen daily/ hourly and thus are recurring 
events. Further Bryan goes on explaining a schedule template which provides 
notifications on events daily and thus are "recurring" events, since events are 
happening more than once and on a schedule (daily). Also explained are predefined 
times at which a certain user can be contacted in a desired location, (e.g. home 
location, work location; each of which contain different means of contacting (phone 
numbers, emails, etc...)) Bryan also explains that these event templates are available to 
a plurality of groups of users such that an administrator can specify which events goes 
to what category (FBI, gate agents, etc..) and users are subscribed to a category are 
notified of events meant for that category that they belong to. Thus it is apparent that 
Bryan teaches that of executing the notifications application on a recurring basis to 
generate a notification... wherein the notification is generated based on matching the 
latest recurring event of the specified category with subscribers of the specified 
category... a template specifying a predefined schedule time of notifications to occur, 
(column 5, lines 36-67; column 7, lines 44-67; column 8, lines 1-6; column 9, lines 26- 
67; column 10, lines 1-60). 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 
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§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Inquires 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nicholas Augustine whose telephone number is 571- 
270-1056. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday: 7:30- 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on 571-272-4847. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Nicholas Augustine/ 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2179 
December 4, 2008 

/Ba Huynh/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2179 



